
Quest/i. [1 At ;U$T, 1905.] Electric Lighting Bill. 519

iLegistatibr dosrunibFIp,
Tuesday, 1st August, 1905.

Page
23lq unie Municipal Deputations, how regulated 519

mf:Eetric ldidhing ActAmendment, 2s. 5- 19
Motinsm: Timber Industry, Inquiry by Conmis-

Sion ..... .. . .. ... 520
Prisn Wrdes1 ~gb hous...........529

Enine Driers Certiftes.............631
Enlway Proosa,Goomsallng to Inl. Magnet 531

Pa.pers ordered t Police Force Association.....529
Empress of Coolgardie G.M. Lees..........529
Aborigines Commission, offficers and censure . 529
Sunday Football.................529
Commissioners for Amfdavits...............532
Pipes Manufacture, cost..................33

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 3-30
o'clock P.M.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Bly the PREMIER: By-laws passed by

the Municipalities of Albany, Fremnantle,
and North Fremantle.

By the MINISTER FOR JUSTICE AND
LABOUR : Rules under " The Local
Courts Act, 1904."

QUESTION-MUNICIPAL DEPUTA-
TIONS, HOW REGULATED.

Mn. RASON (for Mr. Hopkins) asked
the Minister for Justice: Will he give
consideration to the following questions,
all of which are of more than ordinary
interest to the local governing bodies of
the interior :-i, Has a council which is
also a local board of health, or acting
conjointly with any other municipality
as such, a, right in the interests of the
ratepayers to request the members of
their political district to arrange for a
deputation to wait on the Minister
administering the Act ? and if such
deputation is granted, can it charge, if
the amount be passed by a council, the
reasonable expenses incurred to ordinary
and general expenditure, as a council
does in connection with legal expenses
etc.? 2, Was the deputation arranged by
the Boulder and Kalgoorlie Councils a
fit and proper one to be considered by
the Minister, and did their exertions on
behalf of the ratepayers farther the
passing of the amending Health Act
Number 60 of 1904?P 3, Are expenses in
connection with deputations, after the
Minister has agreed to receive same,
pr-operly chargeable to the ordinary

expenditure of the municipality and
payable out of the general revenue unless
disallowed by virtue of Section 402, which
states inter alia, that if the auditors
think there is just cause to disapprove of
any part of the said accounts they may
disallow same? 4, In the opinion of ie
Minister, was it reasonable and desirable
that this deputation was arranged ? 5,
Was the magistrate right in refusing to
receive the opinion of the Crown Solicitor
as evidence in connection with a public
body ?

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied: The questions relate to the inter-
pretatinn of "1The Municipal Institutions
Act, 1900," and were the subject of recent
proceedings in the Local Court at Boulder.
Tt is understood that the decision of the
magistrate is under appeal to the Supreme
Court, and the judgment of that Court
should determine the questions raised. It
is not desirable that any expression of
opinion should be given by the Minister
while the case is sub judice.

BILL-ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER F 0 R WORKS
(Hon. P.' J. Lynch): In moving the
second reading of this Bill I need only
remind the House that it is a measure
that is intended to widen the scope of
usefulness of the Electric Lighting Act
of 1892, to enable those areas that are at
present administered by roads hoards
to enter into agreements with corpora-
tions on their own behalf, to utilise
electricity for all purposes that are now
made use of in municipal areas. It is a
fortunate circumstance that the expansion
of the industries of the State has made
these roads boards of such imp)ortance
that they are to all intents and purposes
on the same level as municipal bodies,
and it is within our power to extend that
power which in the past has been so

Ibeneficial as far as the municipal areas
Iare concerned. The wording of the Act
Ivery clearly indicates that it is a very
Iuseful measure. Up to the present there
have been but very little difficulties, if we
recall the experiences of the many muni-
cipalities where they have carried the Act
into operation themselves or have entered
into arrangements with local undertakers,
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as the Act calls them, for the supply of
current. If we take into consideration
the experience of the several municipal
bodies where the Act has been adopted.
we shall see that it is a. measure
that has given the utmost satisfaction in
the past in this regard. The present
measure is, as I have already stated, to
extend the scope of the Act so as to en-_
able the roads boards of this State to do
precisely the same things as the municipal
bodies have been doing in the past with
so much satisfaction to themselves and so
much satisfaction to the residents who
have been served by the use of electricity.
The first item in the Bill has reference to
interpretation. Clause 2 amends Section
2 of the parent Act to the extent of
excising the word "council' and sub-
stituting the words "local authority, "
which are to have the definite meaning of
a council of a municipality or a board in
a roads district. Clause S is intended for
general application right throughout the
measure, and to ensure the excision of the
word " council " throughout the parent
Act and the substitution of the words
" local authority." The last clause refers
to the word " municipality " in the parent
Act, and it is intended that this word
shall also be struck out and the words
"1municipal district or road district "
inserted in lieu. It does not need much
talking on my behalf to recommend this
measure to the House, so that these roads
boards, which have been doing such
excellent work in the past in their
different spheres, shall also he placed on
the same plane in the matter of utilisation
of electricity as the municipalities are on at
the present day. I beg to move that the
Bill be read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.
THEE -MINISTER farther moved that

the Speaker do now leave the Chair for
the purpose of considering the Bill in
Committee.

Mn. RisoN : No.
Question put, and negatived on the

voices.
THRE MINISTER (to the Opposition):

If you are frigbtened like that about
little things, what will you be in regard
to big things ?

On motion by the MINISTER, the Coin-
mnittee stage ordered for next day.

MOTION-TIM1BER INDUSTRY, INQUIRY
BY COMMISSION.

MR. A. T. WILSON (Forrest) moved:
That in the opinion of this House a Royal

Commission should be appointed to inquire
into the present condition of the timber in-
dustry of this State.
He said: I need scarcely say that I move
this motion with some little diffidence, in
view of the fact that I have already, at
the request of my constituents-I may
say at the almost unanimous wish of my
constituents--taken action with regard to
this matter; hut for some reason or other,
which I do not think wats definitely or
clearly given to me, the Governmient
could not see their way to grant the re-
quest. I therefore, in deference to a pro-
mise made to my constituents, have
brought the matter before this House for
the purpose of having the position of
affairs ventilated. For some time there
has been some little dissatisfaction in
connection with the timber industry in
this State, and, as I remarked when
speaking on the Address.in-Reply the
other evening, it is rather significant that
no mention whatever was made in the
Governor's Speech of this particulir
industry. The assertion that this is an
indlustry of some little importance, some
little magnitude, is one which requires no
argument on my part. It will be readily
conceded that an industry extending
over so large an area of territory, giving
employment to such a large number of1
workers in this State, and being respon-
sible as it is for the disbursement of so
large a sum of money in wages, is an
industry which this State or any other
State cannot reasonably and justifiably
afford to ignore. At the present time it
is said by those who are in a. responsible
position in regard to this industry, that
for some time there has been a rather
unfavourable circumstance connected with
the industry' ; the industry has not been
in such a flouirishing condition as it ought
to be in, and in order to place the industry
upon a proper basis the employ' ers found
it incumbent upon them, having no other
means of relief, to have recourse to the
Arbitration Court for the purpose of
getting some measure of relief in the
shape of at reduction in the wages of the
workers and an extension of tite hours of
labour in that industry. I say un-
hesitatingly that the wages paid in that
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industry at the present time are already
too low. Any member in this Chamber
will recognise, in view of the high cost of
living in this State, that any worker
who has to eke out an existence on
less than 8s. per day and maintain
in anything like decency and comfort
those who aire dependent on him will
have an exceedingly difficult task. There
is in this industryv a considerable nuim-
ber of workers earning, when they have
an opportunity of working full time,
a wage aggregating not more than 45s.
per week or 7s. 6d. per day ; and for this
wage they have to work miost laboriously
at a dangerous employment for 5Oj2 hours
per week. True, some of the workers are
in receipt of a higher wage than this ;
but a considerable number of them,
engaged in what may be called the
labouring work of the industry, are work-
ing on a. basis of 7s. 6d. a day. Others
receive s., and others in the more
skilled departments receive 10s., Ile. 6d.,
and so on as the case may bie; but the
latter are of course exceptions, and by no
means the general rule. I therefore say
that, viewing the question at all events
from the workers' standpoint, we ought
if necessary, in view of the present cir-
cumistances, to exhaust every other
possible means of giving relief to the
industry, before we seek 1.0 do anything
that will make the industrial and social
condition of those workers worse than it
is at the present time. I do not wish to
be misunderstood. I am afraid that in
connection with this question I have so far
been somewhat misunderstood, and there
has been a growing impression in the
minds of some that I have been prepared
to admit, absolutely and beyond all
question. that there is an actual necessity
for some modification or some reduction
in order to put this indus"try on a paying
basis. I wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that personally T am not committed
one way or other. I take the position
that there are eonfiictiug opinions. On
the one hand is the evidence of the
employer, that he has been for a long
time carrying on the industry without
getting any return. On the other hand
is the evidence of the worker, that
at all events some employ' ers in the
industry, who are not workingL on so large
a scale as the principal company engaged
in it, still find it practicable to carry on

apparently'1 with success, notwithstanding
that they, are in the habit of paying even
higher wages than are paid by the prin-
cipal company. We have those two con-
tradictory statements. But while we have
some employers who are apparently doing
well or fairly well, and who say they' have
no desire to interfere with the industrial
condition of their workers, we find those
employers in perfect agreement with the
principal company in advocating the need
for some reductiona in the cost of produc-
tion. I may refer, for instance, to the
West Australian jarrab Sawmills Ltd., a.
Melibourne Company, I understand, which
some I8 months or two years ago bought
out the plant, concessions, and leases held
by Mr. George Baxter, and at the same
time bought outsa very extensive contract
which I believe kept the company going
for a considerable time. On the 10th
May of this year the local secretary and
manager of that company wrote me the
following letter regarding this diffi-
cultyv:

Your memo, of the 3rd inst., addressed to
Kirupp, reached me this morning. I shall use
my utmost eadeavours to attend conference at
Hunbury next Sunday; but I am sorry to say
other very pressing business may prevent me.
'The present condition of the timber industry
is most regrettable indeed. I can personally
endorse Mr. Teesdale Smith's remarks when he
says we are constantly losing business on
account of prices being high; and since my

1company have been in the business we have
always tendered on the basis of an exceedingly
small margin of profit. Ifthe industry is tobe

Ikept alive, and I submit it would be a serious
thing to the workers of the State should it
succumb, the fob, cost must be reduced. In
my opinion the State should reduce the rail-
way freight on export timber 60 per cent., also
wbnrfsge 80 per cent. Our present freight
stands: Kirrup to Bunbury, lis. Id. per ton
for 37 miles, equalling 2d. per ton per mile,
gradually increasing in rate for stations nearer
Buntbiry until Dardanup is reached, from

Iwhich siding it figures out at 3,1d. per ton
per wile. All1 our business is from inter-
mediate distances between Kirupp and Collie
on the one hand and Bunbury on the other ;
and the actual rate wre probably pay is about
2Adl. per mile-most excessive.

Of course, whether or not railway freights
in this business are excessive is a ques-
tion with which I do not propose person-
ally to deal; nor is the statement that
the~y are excessive one which I personally
endorse. But in quoting certain rates
supplied to me by the Commissioner of
Railways, I think I shall be able to show
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at all events that whilst in some instances
our railway rates are lower than the rates
charged in some of the Eastern States, in
other instances the rates in the Eastern
States are lower than the rates charged
here. I say the companies directk v con-
cerned in this industry allege that
certain conditions exist in consequence of
which they find it difficult to carry on.
Against that is the appalling fact, if I
may use the expression, that notwith-
standing all the complaints of the com-
panies, there has been for a number of
years a constant increase in the output
of sawn and hewn timber in this State.
For instance, we find that during the year
1900 the output reached 112,693,000
superficial feet, while in 1901 it had
risen to 122,413,865, rising again in
1902 to 124,005,005. again in 1903 to
126,729,883, and in 1904 rising to no less
a figure than 143,582,553. During the
last three years there has of course been
a vast increase in the export trade. As
already pointed out, there was certainly
a falling off in the value of timber ex-
ported during 1902; but that was coin-
pensated for in 1903 by an increase in
value of £119,172; while in 1904 an
increase was again manifest, amounting
to X35,244. The figures for the first
three months of the present year,
if we may take them as a fair basis
for the twelveinth, indicate that
the excellent results of last year
are this year likely to lbe maintained.
Unfortunately, the only figures available
in the hands of the Government Statisti-
can are those dealing with the export
trade to parts beyond the limits of the
Commonwealth. These show that for
the first three months of the year the
trade amounted to £140,069. The figures
dealing with the export trade from ihis
State to other parts within the Common-
wealth are not up to date, and are not
yet available. It is interesting to note
that it is allegedl by those interested in
the local trade that the reason for the
alleged falling-off in their output iS the
fact that there has been a growing de-
velopment in this same industry in the
Eastern States; but it is unfortunate
that we find the figures in connection
with this trade in the Eastern States are
somewhat belated. The latest figures
which seemed to be available at the
beginning of June were those for the

year 1903. We find that in Queensland
there has been a steady rise in the export
trade in timber since 1901. In that
year it amounted to £17,283, next
year it rose to £22,726, and in 1903 to
£931,575. So it will be apparent that,
notwithstanding the low wages alleged
to obtain in Queensland and other places,
there has been nothing very serious, and

no appr eeiable increase in the trade (bar-
ing thel years I have enumerated. In
fact the increase has been so infinitesimal
that it need not be taken into considera-
tion at all. In Tasmania, we find that
in 1900 the export trade in timbe,
principally blue gun], I presume,
amounted to £40,058. In 1901 it in-
creased by, roughly, £5,000 to £45,630.
Then in the following year, so busy were
the timber merchants and sawanillers in
Tasmania, and so much trade did they
do, that they actually managed to ex-
port £8,000 worth of timber more
than they managed to do in 1901. In
1908 there was an increase again of
approximately a trifle over £5,000,
bringing the total to £42,867, or- roughly
£3,000 less than was exported in 1901.
So we find that the increased amount of
trade done by those two States has been
comparatively infinitesimal. New South
Wales seems to be the most formidable
of our rivals in this matter. We find
that in 1900 the timber export of that
State was in value £989,611, and that it
increased during 1901 to £137,420, and
decreased during 1902 to £122,882. I
may incidentally remark that there was a
general slump in the timber trade
throughout Australia during 1902. In
1903 it rose again to £147,693, an
increase over the previous year of
£24,811- [MR. N. J. MooRE: Have you
not got the figures for 1904.] -Unfor-
tunately, when this return was compiled
for me at the end of May last, the figures
for 1904 were not availatble. I only use
these figures to show that during the
years I have dealt with the increase in
the timber trade of the Eastern States,
where it is alleged all the orders that

*should have come here have gone, is
*infinitesimal indeed. Of course, I do not
for a moment say that there axay not be
sonie satisfactory, complete, and compre-
hensive answer in regard to this question;
but my desire is to simply' put the matter

jas fair as I possibly can on both sides of
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the issue, and to point out that while
there is something to show in favour of
those who say the industry is in a bad
way, there is something to say on behalf
of those who think that things are not so
bad as they are painted. Also I wish to
emphasise the necessik~y for at eomp~lete
and exhaustive investigation into the
industry, so that we may be able to over-
come and escape the ignorance that now
exists in the minds of the public of
this State in regard to this indus-
try. What I believe to be the most
significant feature in regard to our export
trade in timber is the fact that at present
we not only seem to be maintaining the
standard in the matter of our export, but
are consistently increasing it, and I think
in greater ratio than is the case in the
Eastern States. At all events, this fact.
seems to me to justify a certain amount
of doubt on the part of those who think
that thinigs are not as bad as they are
painted; and it would, in my opinion,
justify those who have no definite opinion
one way or the other in asking that an
investigation should be made to ascertain
whether or not any necessity exists for
assisting this industry, and, if it does
exist, to solve the means that should be
employed in grantig that assistance. I
think members will understand that my
principal anxiety in this matter is on
behalf of the workers engaged in the
industry, roughly numbering about 3,000;
and I think I am safe in saying that the
annual wages bill of these Workers is not
less than £300,000. When we come to
deal with an important industry like this
we must consider what will be the result
if anyv set of circumstances should arise
which would, in the first place, deprive
these workers of their employment, and
in the second place deprive the people of
this State of the advantages obtained by
the circulation of the money paid in wages
to these workers. I say at once that if
there existed other avenues of employment
open to these workers, in my opinion the
best we could do in the present circum-
stances would be to close up the industry
altogether; because I am fast having the
conclusion forced'upon me that we are
selling our natural resources in this
respect too cheaply. I have seen evidence
of this with my own eyes. Whbile the West
Australian ,Jarrnh Sawmills Co. in 1904
obtained a contract for 7ff. sleepers, 10

inches by 6 inches at 5a. 1Vd., the same
company were compelled to take another
tender almost at the same timtefor the saine
sized steeper at less than 5s. ; and I have
it on the best of authority that it

isipssible for us to sell any timber in
South Africa-for the South African
trade is the principal, so far as sleepers
are concerned -u nless we are prepared to
quote sleepers in South Africa at less than
5s. The latest tender accepted in this
regard was a.s low as 4s. 711d. These Lre
absolutely indisputable facts, and it is
impossible for us to get away from them.
Under the circumstances it seems to me
that we are disposing of a State corn-
modity at a price which, in the best inter-
ests of the industry and in the best inter-
ests of the people of the State, is in my
opinion absolutely suicidal. We have of
course to take into consideration what is
to happen to those engaged in the industry
if it ceases to continue. Should there be
no other avenues available into which we
can absorb the workers to give them
employment, we must take into considera-
tion:- Is it worth while the State making
any sacrifice for the purpose of continuing
the employment 'of these workerslV
Should it be found by investigation that
some assistance is necessary. to enable the
industry to be carried on, we want to
know what is the value of the industry
to the State; and having ascertained that,
we then recquire to know whether the
cost of production must be reduced in
order that the industry may be carried
on. If we find that the cost of produc-
tion must be reduced in order to maintain
tbe industry, then we are face to face
with the position and are in possession
of knowledge as to the value of the
industry to the State. It is matter not
for the workers nor for the companies,
but one for the whole of the people of the
State; and being in possession of that
evidence a8 thu result of an inquiry as to
whether or not the necessitY does exist to
reduce the cost of production, and assum-
ing for the sake of argument that it is
proved that the cost must be reduced,
then we must have an inquiry as to
what piroportion or how much it will be
nccessary to reduce the cost of production
to put the industry on a paying basis.
Then we will have ie opportunity of de-
ternining between the value of the in-.
dustry to the State anld the amaount of

Timber Inquiry El ArarsT, 1905.]_
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sacrifice the State will need to mnake to
enable the industry to carry on. How
can we possibly determine that? Is it
possible for any member in this Chamber
to determine it without being placed in
possession of the details necessary to
enable him to come to a conclusion on
this matterF In my opinion it is abso-
lutely impossible. Having determined
the value of the industry and the amount
of sacrifice, if any, it is necessary to make
in order to put the industry on a paying
basis, then I think we would be justified
in asking ourselves what proportion, if
any, of that reduced cost of pro-
duction should fall on the shoulders
of the workers in the industry.
We must ask ourselves whether the
workers can be reasonably expected,
having regard to the present industrial
conditions, to carry the whole burden or
any of that bin-den. It may' be said, and
it has been said, that we will have to
level down the industrial condition of
the workers in this State to the level
of the workers in the Eastern States.
Whilst that may be perfectly true, it is
a proposition I am not prepared to admit,
and in view of the circumstances whica
obtain in this State, one which I think
absolutely suicidal so far as the best
interests of this State are concerned.
You cannot reasonably expect workers to
work in a countryv like this, where the
cost of living is so high, for anything
approaching the wages paid to workers
in the Eastern States, where the cost of
living is so much lower than in this State.
We are faced with this farther fact, that
notwithstanding the wages are alleged
to be much lower in Tasmania, New
South Wales, and Queensland, which
are the pr-incipal factors in our export
trade, and the hours of labour longer, it.
is a most significant fact that we still
maintain, according to the latest figures
available, our export trade; and we con-
tinue to add to the volume of our export
trade, notwithstanding the low wages

Laid inthe Eastern States. In passing,
amforced to the conclusion that it is

borne in upon those in the old country
who have aidopted the eight-hours
principle in connection with many in-
dustries, that higher wages and better
industrial conditions aire the necessary
and natural forerunner of greater in1-
dustrial effort; and I think it is because of

the industrial conditions here being Fetter
than those in the Eastern States that the
industrial energy and industrial effort of
theworkers in this State enable employers
to carry on the business as they do at the
present time. We want, at all costs, to
avoid the levelling down process; and T
think that is an aspect of the case that
warrants the fullest and most complete
inquiry. But there are other matters
dealing with the cost of production which
require investigation. We have, as the
principal company trading in this State, a
foreign company, a company which, owing
to the laxity of the existing Companes
Act, it is impossible for us to exercise
any control over; a company which may
be absorbing 5 per cent., 10 per cent., or
1-5 per cent, of the cost of production.
The workers and the people of the State
have to maintain in England an expen-
sive Loudon management, wvhich in my
opinion is practically entirely unneces-
sary. Unfortunately all the information
in connection with this agency is abso-
lutely unavailable; it is a beautiful secret
in London ;and we do not know what
percentage is added to the cost by
this oversea. management. The State is
entitled to know whether the agency in
this State, with their magnificent pile of
buildings, have not sufficient acconm-
modation to enable them to transact
their husiness without having to go to
London and have an expensive establish-
ment in the metropolis of the world.
The people of the State do not know, and
members of this House do not know,
anything at all about the cost of the
London oversea management. It may be
a very important and a very, material
proportion of the cost of production.
We want to know what percentage the
London management adds to the cost of
production. If it be unreasonable., if
it be something unnecessary, it only
emphasises the necessity for preventing
any trading concern in the State being
able to maintain an unnecessaryv estab-

tlishmnt at the expense of the people
Iof the State, more particularly the

i, workers in this great industry. The saute
thing applies to the local management as
far as the information is concerned. The
loCal management is, of course, a matter
of necessity. In every large trading con-
cern or in every small trading concern,

Ithere must be a'certain amount of man-
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agement. What the percentage of cost
is materially affects the people of the
State, especially in this particular indus-
try. An important question arises in
regard to the compan IY's stores. It is
alleged that ever since the timber industry
was established in this State and has
been in the habit of trading with the
employees, the prices charged by the comn-
pany in their stores are highly excessive.
Theve may not have been written instruc-
tions as to where the workers should deal ;
but it is commonly understood that there
is certainly a moral obligation that lies
on the w~orkers to dea[ with the store
belonging to the company. Take a place
like Mornington Mills. There may
be no such obligation; still there is an
obligation of necessity, inasmuch as
there is no other store within many miles
of the mill site. This applies also to
the mills at Wellington; but it applies in
an accentuated degree to the mills of the
company at Cape Leuwin, and at Karri-
dale, where there is no store within 50
miles of the wills. If it is alleged on the
part of the workers that unduly high
prices are levied by the company, and no
facilities and no opportunities are given
for the workers expending their money in
any other stores or with any other busi-
ness people; and if it be a fact that the
company are taking unfair advantage of
the isolated position of the industrial
establishment, it is a matter on which the
workers of that industry have a right to be
protected. This zna*y have a material
bearing on th& cost of living, so far as the
workers engaged in the industry are con-
cerned. Thea there is the question of lease
rents and royalties. Millars, I understand,
pay betweei £11,000 and X12,000 a year
for the right to use-I may say more
properly for the right to control-certain
areas of land; and this may be or may
not be an unnecessary charge levied on
the industry. It may not be a, charge
unnecessarily levied by the State, but an
unnecessar 'Y charge levied by the company
themselves. For instance, if they have a
mill with power capable of turning out
fifty loads&a day, and assuming the nature
of the country is such that they only
require, for the purpose of keeping the
mill going for ten years-which I think
is a fair life-an area of ten thousand
acres, is it right that a charge should be
placed on the industry in the shape of

rent, and that the company should be
entitled to hold 100,000 acres when only
10,000 are necessary for the purpose?
Is it right that the company should con-
tinue to pay the rent on an unnecessarily
large area of land, making it a charge on
the cost of production'?

MR. N. 3. MOORE: Not a shilling a
load in the round.

MR. A. J. WILSON: It may not be
one shilling a load in the round; but the
hon. member must not forget it is paid
every year; whereas if the company pad
a royalty they would only pay the silling
once. What I wish to emphasise is this,
that if the company are paying royalties
and rents on an area of country thait they
are not likely to use for a considerale
time, and they only pay the rent for the
purpose of keeping other people off, it is
not fair to the State or the industry; and
it is a matter that ought to be investi-
gated by some commission or committee
of inquiry appointed by the House. We
comec of course to the great and very
vexed question of railway charges. In
connection with this matter, some little
time ago when there was a big order for
half a million sleepers floating around,
the Queensland Government made a con-
cession to a tenderer for Queensland
timbers, and they gave the tenderer
permission, or made a concession to
him which enabled him to carry his
timber over the Government lines for 51
miles at 2s. 9d. per ton. True it is that
only applies so far as that contract is
concerned; nevertheless the fact obtains
that the concession was made by the
Queensland Government, which meant a
difference in the matter of railway
freights as between that State and this
State of not less than 4s. 3d. per ton so
far as that contract was concerned. It
may be urged in this connection that this
was only a special concession made in a
special circumstance; but that special
circumstance enabled Queensland, in all
probability, to secure the contract for
500,000 slepers which, in the absence of
the special conditions and special circum-
stance, would have come to Western
Australia. For thait same distance the
rate in this State at the present time, or
rather 'was, at all events until the last
rate book came out (I do not know
whether it has been altered since) 7s. for
the same distance, according to the
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Queensland rate book. I am informed by
the Commissioner of Railways, the rates
charged in this State are-Class A rate
up to 25 miles;i exceeding 25 miles Class
M rate, added to the rate for 25 miles.
Now the Queensland rate is Class A,
according to the figures, that is for ordi-
nary hardwoods, according to the infor-
mation supplied by the Commissioner of
Railways himself. But special concessions
are made in connection with logs, piles,
and girders. I may say that the figures
supplied to me show that the rates in
Queensland are higher than the ordinary
rates charged here. I amt also in posses-
sion of a communication which comes
direct from Mr. Thallon. the Commis-
sioner of Railways in Queensland, pointing
out as follows

We carried large quantities of sleepers 51
miles at 2s. 9d.- per ton in order to have Queens-
lMud timber introduced. I he end was accom-
plished, and i-ate is now 5%. per ton.
According to the Queensland rate book
the charge for timber for a distance of
51 miles in Class A would he 89. 3d.
per ton, as against Western Australia 7s.
per ton. But it seems to me that since
this concession was mde for 2s. 9d. per
ton for a disance of 51 miles the rate for
the carriage of timber has been altered, and
instead of being Bs. 3d., as would appear
from the rate book, it is only 5s. per ton
for a distance of 51 miles, being in that
event of course 2s. per ton less than the rate
which obtains here. In this connection
it would seem that the rate which applied
in the case of timber cut into lengths-
jam-boxes, butter-cases, etc.-which was
4s. ld., approximately 5s. for 51 miles,
has been adopted in regard to the carriage
of all timber taken over the Queensland
railways. In these circumstances it would
seem unnecessary for me to give in detail
the rates that have been supplied by the
Commissioner of Railways so far as
the Queensland rate booki is concerned;
because from the telegramt I bare read it
would appear there has been some depar-
ture from that as far as timber is con-
cerned, and that is the only freight we
are dealing with at the present time.
Now I come to deal with the rate so far
as New South Wales, which is far the
most important competitor, is concerned.
I find in regard to all timber not less
than 6in. x in.-which I may say would
cover all sleepers for South A frica,

bec-ause their dimensions would be larger
than the Bin. x 6in, ratio, and sleepers
are the principal item of export, and
which wonld cover bigger timber, bridgre
timbers and baulks and so on-the rates
are very much lower thanl the rates in
this State. For instance, for a distance
of 12 miles in Western Australia, the
rate would be 2s. 10d.; in New South
Wales the rate is Is. 10d., or a difference
of Is. per ton. For a distance of 25
miles the rate would be 4s. 10d. per ton
in Western Australia, and 3s. in New
South Wales, or is. 10d. less. In
this State, for a distance of 82
miles from Fremsantle the rate would be
9a.3d., and in New South Wales the
charge for a like distance would be 7s.
7d.. or a difference of Is. 8d. Now, the
other rates total up to different distances,
say between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, a
distance of 387 miles. The rate for that
distance in this State would be 24s. 9d., as
against 21s. Nld. in New South Wales,
or a difference of 2s. I d. in favour of
the New South Wales rate.. And the
intervening r-ates are necessarily propor-
tionately less so far as New South Wales
is concerned than the rates obtaining
here. In Queensland, as I have already
pointed out, if the information supplied
since the last Queensland rate book was
issued is correct, the rate is, for a distance
for which 7s. would be charged in this
State, only .5s., so therefore we find that
so far as the principal item of export is
concerned, the Queensland rate is much
lower than it is here. We ~1so find that so
far as New South Wales is concerned for

Itimber of greater dimensions than Gin.
x 6m., the rate is also considerably lower
than it is here. I may add that on
timber less than Gin. x 6in, the rate in
New South Wales is considerably higher
than it is in this State; hut as that
rate does not bear on the principal
item of export I do not think it
becomes necessary in the circumstances
to pursue that any farther. Another
important item affecting this matter is
the question of wharfage. We find from a
return also supplied by the Commissioner
of Railways that the charges for wharfage
at Fremnantle under the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust are ls. 6d. per ton, plus
handling charges direct into the railway
wagons or vice vrsan. Bulk cargoes of
not less than 250 tons, inwards 6d. per



Timber Tnqniry [1 Al-GUST, 1905.] by Commission. 527

ton, outwards 7d. per ton; smaller lots

9dprtn in and out. The Railway
Deparmn charges wharfage haulage of
6d. per ton on all timber to or from
ship's side. Therefore, it will be seen
that with a wharfage charge of Is. 6d.,
excluding the handling charges and the
haulage charge levied by the Railway
Department of 6d., the wharfage and
haulage aggregate an amount of 2s. per
ton. This is at Fremantle. At Bunbury
or other ports the wharfage, exclusive of
the loading and handling charge, is also
2s. per ton. I find, much to my surprise,
that in New South Wales the charge is
2s. 6d. per ton inward wharfage from
ports outside New South Wales, and
there is no outward wharfage. In
Queensland the wharfage charge is only
is. per ton, and for this shilling there are
included shunting, the use of skids and
craneage. When we come to deal with
that aspect of the question we find the
facts would seem to indicate that the
traders iu the Eastern States have a
decided preference in regard to the
railway rates, and a decided preference
as to the question of wharfage, a
preference which may or may not
operate to the disadvantage of the
people who are trading in exporting
timber from our own State. Another
very important matter in relation to the
Railway Department-I regret the
Minister for Railways will not be able to
bear with me whilst I elaborate this
matter-if it were as important to him
as it is to me-

TRE'MINISTR FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS: I have been listening to you
all the time.

Me. A. 3. W IL SO0N: Another
important matter is the question of
demurrage. This is certainly a most
important matter in connection with the
Railway Department. It will be readily
understood that when people are loading
vessels say at Bunbury for instance, a
timber company may have three, or four,
or five vessels in at a time. It may
require 100 trucks from the Railway
Department and calculate on being able
to load 100. But it finds from circumn-
stances over which it has no control-
whether the Railway Department is able
to control it I do not know, hut it would
seem as if it had little control over the
circunistance-it is supplied with 80

trucks to-day, 90 to-morrow, and then on
the following day 130 trucks. Is itto be
wondered at if the persons responsible
for loading those trucks find it difficult to
load in the time allowed by the depart-
ment more trucks than they have provided
for? I1 think it will be apparent that
when demurrage is occasioned by circum-
stances such as those, there ought to be
some latitude allowed by the Railway
Department. Personally I have not
the remotest idea what the amount of
the demurrage on timber is, but I am
given to understand it is & fairly con-
siderable amount. The question, how-
ever, is not what the amount of it is, but
the justice of it; and if the amount is
significant it must materially aff~ect the
cost of production. Another important
matter in connection with the cost of'
production is the question of shipping
f reights. It may be possible for the
State to do something in the direction of
Securing the safety of shipping and the
conveniences of handling, and so reducing
the cost in that direction. There is
another very important item which wants
dealing with. Take the South African
trade, for instance, and the Asiatic trade.
Th cutting for instance sleepers, beams,
bridge timbers, or wharf timbers there
must necessarily be a certain amount of
timber that is impracticable or useless
for these purposes, and which must
necessarily be cut into smaller timber
for scantling, or else consumed in the
firehole. If some means could be devised
for the purpose of utilising this we
may call by-product of the timber
industry, it seems to me tbat the cost of
production would be considerably re-
duced. For instance, I may point this
out in passing. There arc some small
mills working away Out in the Nelson
electorate. My friend the member for
Collie (Mr. Renshaw) will know some of
them. They have been engaged in cutting
under contract for some big trading com-
panies; for instance, the Kinipp Company
and the Greenbushes Timber Corporation.
They have been cutting 10 x 5 and other
size sleepers for the timber trade, and of
course there is a certain amount of residue
which is cut up into 3 zx or 4 x 3
and flooring and weatherboards and so
on, and which they find a considerable
difficulty in disposing of. In fact, I know
of one timber broker who disposed of a
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very, considerable quantity of this at an
absolutely absurd and ridiculously low
price. He was absolutely compelled to
to do so, because largely of the distance
at which they found themselves from any
market for this particular article, If by
any kind of inquiry we can place this
portion of the business upon a paying
footing, it seems to me to be the duty of
the State to do something in that direc-
tion. There is another very important
matter. I do not know wheth~er members
have yet dlone so, but if not, I hope they
Will peruse a report which comes f rom the
office of the Agent General, and which
appears in both leadcing morning journals
this morning, dealing with the question
of the condition of the timber trade, the
necessity of pushing on the sale of hard-
woods, and the advisability' of appointing
State representatives for the purpose of
pushing the interests of this industry
of the State in the different parts where
there is a demand for our timber.
New. South Wales, I understand, has
already taken some action of this nature;
and thie improvement in her timber trade
is probably due in a material degree to
that circumstance. But another import-
ant fact ought not to escape the notice of
the Government. Some time ago the
Government of New South Wales issued
a circular in which they endeavoured to
display the demerits of our hardwood
and the merits of the New South Wales
hardwood. The pamphlet showed a
section of an alleged jarrah pile, brittle
as a result of the ravages of the toredo,
and a section of a turpentine pile, appar-
ently as hale and sound as on the day it
was driven in. If such statements are
allowed to circulate uncontradicted, there
can be but one result. The pushfuol, pro-
gressive New South Wales agent, with a
pamphlet like that in his hand, is not
likely to advertise our timber more advan-
tageously than he can possibly hel p. He
will advertise it to its detriment; and
unless we have someone looking after our
interests, we may anticilpate one thing and
one thing only-a continual decrease in
the demand for our own timber, and an
increased demand for that of New South
Wales. Personallyv, lam not preparedto
say whether relief is or is not needed. I
am prepared to say that this is not an
industrial dispute in the ordinary sense
of the word. I say it is not an industrial

dispute at all, within the meaning of the
interpretation section of the Conciliation
and Ai-bitration Act; and it is a, dispute
which it is impossible for the Arbitration
Court to investigate. I say this is a
State matter; a question wyhether the
industry is of any use to the State;
whether our mnaintaining the industry
will cost us more than it is worth.
if it will, we need not waste time
on an inq uiry. If we find it is an
industry which ought not to be assisted,
then the only remedy is to do what we
ought to do' with any unprofitable in-
dustr Y -stop it at the earliest possible
moment. So far as the industry itself is
concerned, we have in my opinion more
to Wain by closing it down than we can
gain by depleting our forests ats they are
now being depleted; because every man
who knows anything of the industry
knows that in every forest where the
timber is being cut down, great numbers
of trees are felled before they reach
maturity. True it is that some of the
trees cut down are over-matured, and (if
anything) have begun to decay. But so
long ats the forests remain as they are
to-day, for every tree that is depreciiating
in value there are five, eight, or ten trees
increasing in value to the State and to
the industry. Therefore, were it only a
question of the industryv itself, probably
we should serve its interest best by clos-
lug it up and refusing to grant any relief.
But I again emphasise the fact that the
majority of the public and the majority
of hon. members are entirely ignorant of
the actual facts of the case :and it is for
the purpose of putting them in possession
of that information, for the purpose of
preventing an 'y injustice being done to
those directly interested, that I suggest a
form of inquiry which will enable us to
apply proper remedies, if remedies are
found to he necessary; remedies which
will be equitable and fair to all concerned
-the workers, the companies, and the
State. Should the House agree to this
motion, I have no desire in any way to
bind the hands of the Government.
Personallyv, I should like to see appointed
an independent commission, altogether
apart from this House; a commission
of men who from their longI experience
of the industry and from their general
knowledge would be able to investi-
gate all the circumstances, and to
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enable -us at an early stage to ascer-
tain how best to put the industry on
a sound and satisfactory basis. I leave
my motion in the hands of members, not
knowing whether I shall find a seconder;
but I hope someone will be good enough
to second it, so that mwe may have an
opportunity of discussing the matter, to
see whether someone in this Chamber can
place the exact position before the coun-
try, so that we may know where we axe,
in spite of the haze wihnwsest
cloud our view of thisgetcmeca

uDa.EIS& (Coolgardie) : I second
the motion.

On mjotion by the MINISTER FOR
MINIS AND RATLWAYB, debate adjourned.

PAPERS -POLICE FORCE ASSOCIATION.
Ma. A. A. HORAN (Tilgarn) moved:
That there be laid upon the table of the

Rouse all papers in connection with the re-
quest submitted to the late Colonial Secretary
for permission for the police force to form
themselves into a" association.
If objections to the motion were forth-

coming, they would be combatted; but
before long there would probably be an-
other opportunity for the expression of
members' opinions as to the necessity for
such an association. The reply of the
ex-Colonial Secretary (Mr. G. Taylor) to
a question on the subject was not alto-
gether satisfactory.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS-EMPREBS OF COOLGA.RDTE
G.M. LEASE.

MR. A. A. HORAN moved:
That all papers in connection with the

mininglease known as the Empress of Cool-
gardie be laid upon the table of the House.
Without going into details of this
historical and rather complicated case.,
he took strong exception to the manner
in which the present Government had
treated the opinions of select committees
and Royal Commissions generally. In
fact, these might be considered little
better than farcical. In this case, how-
ever, there were legal complications; for
it bristled with law points at every stage.
Many of the complications might have
been avoided had the Premier complied
with the request made last session, that
the committee should be granted legal
advice. The member for Coolgardie (Dr.

Ellis), while on the committee, was
reported to have said that a sum of £250
would be sufficient to compensate a
working man for the loss of his rights;
but Subsequently the hon. member had
evidently acquired a true conception of
the importance of the case, and had
increased the sum to £50,000, or even
X70,000.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. W. D. Johnson):
As the case presented legal difficulties.
the papers might be needed by the Crown
Law Department. Presumably they
would be available if necessary.

MR. SPEAKER: Yes.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS-ABORIGINES COMMISSION,
OFFICERS AND CENSURE.

MR. A. A. HORAN moved:
That there be laid upon the table of the

House all papers in connection with the
suspension and reinstatement of the Com-
missioner of Police (Capt. Hare), and the
censure upon Mr. Octaviua Burt, in connection
with the information supplied by them to the
Press regarding the report of the Royal
Commissioner upon the aborigines.
That these papers sbould be tabled was
only fair, in order to set at rest any
doubts or misconceptions which might
have arisen by meason of statements made
and circulated at home and abroad.

MR. F. F. WILSON (North Perth)
seconded.

Question put and passed.

PAPE RS-SUNDAY FOOTBALL.
On motion by Dr. ELLIS, ordered

that all papers and correspondence con-
cerning football on Sundays be laid on
the table.

[MR. QUINLAN took the chair.]

MOTION-PRISON WAR DRS,
EIGHT HOURS.

MR. E. NEEDHAM (Frenmantle)
moved:

That in the opinion of this House the time
has arrived when the hours of the wardens
employed in the Fremantle Gaol be reduced to
eight per day.
It would not be necessary to go very much
into detail in connection with this matter.
A similar motion had been brought before
the House last session, but the debate
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was then adjourned on motion by the
then Oolonial Secretary; and though he
(Mr. Needham) had hoped that before
the session dlosed the House would have
given an opinion on the matter, the
motion was expunged from the Notice
Paper towards the close of the session.
Now, in pursuance of his determination
to have the question ventilated in the
House an ogtte opinion of members
upon the martter, he again brought
the motion forwar0l. Last session he
had quoted from a return laid on the
table, certain figures to prove that the
conditions under which the warders in
the Fremantle Gaol worked were intoler-
able in the extreme, and that it was not
a credit to any employer, particularly the
Government, to have men working such
long hours or to compel them, even when
they were working the short periods, to
put in such long time to work those
hours. The memories of members would
be refreshed by re-quoting the figures
given last* session relating to the hours
worked by the warders previous to last
session and which, with a slight alteration,
they were now working. He had said
the hours were:-

In the cell division in the flrst period the
maximum is 6Sf hours and the minimum 60
hours; in the divisional duty by day the
mini mm for the week is 57J hours, and the
maximumt68fthours. The figursare given in
this way: First period, 62j hours ;second and
third periods, 63 hours 45 minutes. Divisional
duty by night-First period, 53 hours; second
period, 511 hours; third period. 50, hours.
Reception and discharge of prisoners-First
period, 6SJ home; second period, 66J hours;
third period. 68 hours. Charge of trial and of
youthful prisoners-First period, 66 hours;
second period 6Sf hours; tir period 66 hours.
Chrg of prisoners uinder separate treatment
-First period, 58 hours; second period. 81
hours; third period. 64 hours. Infirmary-
First period, 58 hours; second period, 61
hours; third period, 64 hours. Cook-house-
First period, 62 hours; second period, 66 hours;
third period, 68 hours. Charge of gates and
pionr at night-First period, 17 hours;
secndand third periods, 7Sf hours. Orderly

-First and second periods, 6Sf hours; third
period, 65 hours. Charge of works-First
and second periods, 56J hours; third period,
69f hours. Public work-First and second
periods, 571 hours; third period, 60J hours.
Inside guards and sentries average weekly 6
hours, and the matron in charge 60 hours. Day
and night duty changes weekly, seven nights
per weeik averaging 68 hours.
It was intimated in this return that in
1903 the present Superintendent of the

Fremiantle Gaol had suggested an altera-
tion in the hours which would have
reduced the time worked by the warders
something like an hour per day; but it
necessarily meant an increase in the staff.
No alteration took place prior to the
close of last session; but since then, there
had been a rearrangement, and the staff
he believed was increased by one. Mtem-

I bers should say that the warders should
enter the prison, work their eight hours
as warders did in the penitentiaries of the
Eastern States, and then come out again.
At present the Fremantle warden were.
as it were, continuously at the beck and
call of the authorities in the gaol. In
one instance they went on duty at midday.
returned to their homes for four hours in
the afternoon, and then went back again
to complete their full number of hours.
In another instance, they went on in the
evening, worked until midnight, then
went to the guard-room or somewhere
else where they slept for four hours before
resuming duty, and came off at five or six
o'clock in the morning. It might be con-
tended in that case that the men were
not cntinuously onduty; but when a
man left his home and went to the scene
of his work and was there from 10 to 14
hours, even though he was not on active
duty during the whole of the period, he
was still away from borne, and it was a
condition of things no member of the
House would care to put up with. On
various occasions on public platforms and

Ion the hustings most members had advo-
caked eight hours, and eight hours alone,
and the system was becoming a practice
throughout Australia; and particularly
in regard to Government employees, why
should any distinction be madeP When

one potion of the service worked eight
hoursurely it could be arranged at very

h itecott the country so that the men
employed in the Fremantle Gaol would
also work eight hours ? Regarding the
remuneration received by the wardens he
again quoted from his remarks of last
session ;

For first-grade warden the maximum annual
iwages received is £224 15s. and the minimum

X177 1s., always including quarters, uniform
and sanitation. In the second grade and tern-

pmythe annual wages received is a maximum
2of.4 7s. 6d., which evidently is also the

minimum, apparently being a standard wage.

Seeing that this £142 7s. 6d. also included
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uniforms, quarters and sanitation, the
real. monetary reward for the warders'
services was small; and seeing that the
men worked seven days in one week and
six 'days in the next week, it would seem
that they were receiving somewhat under
the usual remuneration of s. a dlay. In
this particular kind of employmdnt it
was wrong to have men undergoing such
long hours and such unnecessary strain.
It was not only the duty of a warder to
look after those who might be for the
time being committed to his charge in
the ordinary humdrum fashion, but it
was also the warder's duty and the desire
Af hon. members that he should attempt
to reform the prisoner, so that when the
latter left the prison cell the term of his
incarceration might tend to help him
igain to resume the straight path from
which for the moment he had strayed.
Therefore the hours the warders worked
were too long; and the House should
express an opinion in that direction, and
1he Government of the day should take
1e earliest possible opportunity of
removing the grievance which now existed.
)n the last occasion the matter was
Drought before the House an amendment
was moved to wake the motion apply toill prisons in the State; but there was,
dtrictly speaking, no prison other than
;hat at Fremantle. Vita. NIELSON: Thatvas no boast.] Granted. He (Mr. Need-
inca) was speaking in regard to the
pplication of the system. There were

)laces in the State where prisoners were
,emporarily retained, but we could not
,xpect the system to apply to them,
ecause the war-ders in those placswr

iot continually on prison duty.e Fre-
nantle was the prison headquarters of
,he State, which placed it under the
inme category as penitentiaries in the

Eastern, States, where the eight hours
ivatem was in operation. There was no
iecessity to labour the matter farther.
Hle did not know the intention of the

overnment, but in view of the fact that
t was the second time the matter was
Wfore the House and .in view of the
iattisfactory evidence brought forward
bhat the present system was pernicious
tad not at all in accordance with things
La they ought to be. the House should
feal with this question.

On motion by the PREMIER, debate
hdjouflled.

MOTIOW-ENGINE-DRIVERS' CERTI-
FICATES.

Ma. E. E. H EITMIANN (Cue)
moved:-

That all papers in connection with the lest
two examinations for engine-drivers' certifi-
cates, held at Cue andlPeak Hil, be laid upon
the table of the House.

Tne MINISTER FOR, MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon W. D. Johnson):
It was not desirable that these papers
should be laid on the table, as examina-
tions were to a large extent of a private
nature. There was no objection to the
hon. member seeing the papers, and if the
motion was not pressed they would be
laid before the member.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION - RAILWAY PROPOSAL, 000-
MALLING TO MOUNT MAGNET.

Ma. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn) - I beg
to move -

That in the opinion of this House it is desir-
able that a railway should be constructed from
Ooomalling to Mt. Magnet.
I must express my surprise that the
motion has been reached thus early, at a
time when I am hardly prepared, though
I will do my best. I also wi~i to express
my pleasure at the remark of the Premier
that this House will be asked to deal
with the Midland Railway question next
Tuesday. A. railway from Goofiialling to
Mt. Magnet can be supported by strong
arguments, strange though it may appear
to some members, There is a fine agri-
cultural area running out from Goomal-
ling right through the celebrated Cowcow-
ing country, and the line will open up a
fine territory.

MR. Bunoas: What is it fit~for?
M&. HORAN: For pastoral and

agricultural purposes. I have looked into
this matter. There is a good rainfall,
and the district lies in quite as good a
geographical position as the land along
the Great Southern Rmailway. This
proposed railway would pass through land
within the 10-inch rainfall area, and the
country is well supplied with water. If
members think the object of the motion
is to upset the Midland Railway Com-
pany's deal, they will be mistaken,
because this railway will tap the eastern
portion of the Midland Company's land,
and will prove a fine channel for people
to convey produce to market. The line

Prison WarderR. f I A t-OW-U, 1905.]
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will shorten the distance between the
Northern Goldfields-Cue, Mt. Magnet,
and so on-by at least 200 miles, and it
will also shorten the distance between
Kalgoorlie and the Murchison by at least
300 miles. Members have been asked in
the Governor's Speech to provide 1w"
millions of money for the purchase of the
Midland Railway. If the Government
refuse to purchase that line, I do not
suppose that anyone will take it up and
carry it away; and we shall have the
right to impose taxation on the Midland
Company's land if we think fit. It is
said that an American syndicate, instead
of building the Pilbarra Railway, intend
to invest their money in the purchase of
the Midland line. 1 should like them to
do so; and if they do so it will liven
things up. A railway from Goomalling
to Mt. Maget might be constructed for
three-quarters of the sum, proposed for
the purchase of the Midland Railway; at
any rate, it could be constructed for th ree-
quarters of a million. The expenditure of
£760,000 in building the railway would
open upnew country, and give work to
men who want it; and politics do not do
so much good as the giving of work to
men out of employment. I think it
desirable to expend £.750,000 in the con-
struction of this railway in order to pro-
vide connection between the Eastern anid
Northern' Goldfields. The proposed line
would open up new territory and do a
great deal of good to the country; there-
fore I think the motion should be accepted
seriously. It is suggested that the Mid-
land Company's deal is not one of so
great importanc~e as would appear at the
present time. I beg to move the motion
standing in my name.

Ms. E. E. HErI'MANN (Cue): I
second the motion.

Mna. R. G, BURGES (York): I do not
see why the time of the House should he
wasted with such an absurd motion. It
is about as absurd as any motion ever
brought before the House. I do not
think that the hbon. member who pro-
posed the motion knows one inch of the
country through which the line would
pass, except that near Mount Magnet and.
the land. about Goonialling I am suir-
prised any member should propose such
a motion to sensible men. He baa given
no information to members. The hon.
member stated that there was good agri-

cultural and pastoral country along th
route. I know a little of that country
and I should like to know where thd
agricultural and pastoral land is beyorn
an area of 95,000 acres of first, secdnd
and third-class land laid out by th
department during the last six months
Beyond that there is only medium, patobi
pastoral country, and the area north con
tains only second and third-class pastora
land. A good deal of the land could no-
even be classed as fourth or fifth -lass land
that from Cowoowing Lakes to Moun
Magnet. I would like to know what idai
the hon. member has in moving such
motion. I suppose the hon. membei
brings this question up as against th4
purchase of the Midland. Railway. I
the hon. member has no better proposa
than this to bring forward, he had bettei
not waste the time of the House.I
appeal to members on both sides to eaj
that the motion is absurd, and should h4
wiped out altogether.

THE PassuanR: It is you who an
speaking now.

Ma. BURGES: I think it is waste oa
time to go on.

THE PREMIER: So do we,
Mn.- BURGES: I think the motioi

should not be agreed to.
Question put, and negatived. on tht

voices,

PAPERS--COflIMISBIQNERS FOIL
AFFIDAVITS.

Ma. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn) moved-
That there be laid upon the table of th(

House a return showing,-iz, The number ol
officers employed in the Supreme Court wh(
are commissioners for the taking of affidavits
2, The nulmber of affidavits sworn before suck
officers for the first six months of the preseni
year. 3, The total amount of fees colleots&
for such service. 4, Whether these fees havc
been paid into revenue in accordance with tin
Audit Act, lOft s, If not, for what nmn.
There were a number of officers in the
Supreme Court who were commissionerk
for taking affidavits, and these officere

ipocketed the fees, generally cbarginp
41 Is.; but acgrding to the regrulationE
only is. 6d. should be charged. There
fees were not paid into the Treasury.
There were many public servants wbc
were being paid to perform their duties,
but who received fees of this character:

Ialthough under the Public Service Aol
and Audil Act they were not entitled to

[ASSEMBLY.] Affidavits.
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do so. Officers in the Supreme Oourt, so
be was informed, made £50 to £1900
a year in fees for work done in
the performance of their duties. Tt
shiould take very little to furnish the
information asked for; and such informna-
tion would certainly satisfy a lot. of
peo tlI as to what baAd been'transpiring

Questo put and passed.
THE MINISTER sfOR JusTicz haid on

the table -the return the hon. member
had moved for.

RETURN-PIPES MANUFACTURE, COST.
MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford)

moved-
That a return showing in detail the cost of

manufacture of cast-iron pipes by the Govern.
meat be laid upon the table of this Roume.
He did not propose to make any lengthy
speech in regard to this motion, having
already had an' assurance from the
Government that the return, if moved
for, would be provided; so he was con-
tent with moving the motion he had just
read.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The list of business for the day being

disposed of. the House adjourned at &*33
o'cluuk, until the next day.

ILegizlatibe %o0zsmblp.
Wednesday, 2nd August, 1906.
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PRAYERS.

MOTIONS AND QUESTIONS RELEATING
TO RETURNS, WHEN FORMAL.

DR. ELLIS having given notice of a
question relating to figures.

Mn. SPEAKER said: In connection
with the question just asked by the hon.
member, I find myself in Some difficulty
in carrying out the Standing Order re-
lating to questions that may necessitate
a return being prepared, and shouid
therefore be the subject of motion.

DR. ELLIS: The answer simply means
a line of figures in each case.

Mu. SPEAKER: In using my discre-
tion in that direction recently. I find that
some of the questions which looked simple
on the Notice Paper required an extensive
return; and in order to get over the
difficulty and allow of speedy returns
being obtained, I have arranged with the
Tender of the House that motions for
papers and returns, if unopposed by the
Government, may be treated as formal
and placed as such on the -Notice Paper
before the Orders of the Day. Formal
motions are moved without debate.
Motions which it is desired Shall be dealt
with in this manner are to be indorsed
"Formal," and the Leader of the House

agreeing, they will be given preference in
the day's business. The information will
thus be obtained almost as quickly as if

q uestions had been asked. In view of
the fact that some of the answers, up.


